Giant unruptured aneurysm of the thoracic aorta--a case report.
An asymptomatic 88-year-old woman underwent a screening medical examination. The chest x-ray film showed a large mediastinal mass with calcification. Both chest computed tomography and nuclear magnetic resonance imaging revealed an unruptured aortic aneurysm, predominantly affecting the ascending aorta and the proximal part of the aortic arch. Its maximum diameter was 10.5 cm. An ascending aortic aneurysm more than 10 cm in diameter is very rare. She died of acute pulmonary embolism unrelated to the aneurysm, and autopsy indicated that the etiology of the aneurysm was atherosclerotic degeneration. Retrospectively, the natural progression of the aneurysm was able to be followed on a series of chest x-ray films obtained over 18 years.